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Another question just here is suggested. What
good reason can be given why God should not
only allow, but enable the magicians of Pharaoh
to work real miracles in opposition to his own ser-
vants ? I reply, the best in the world. By means
of the success of his magicians, Pharaoh reassured
himself, and was the cause of hardening his own
heart on the occasion furnished by God for that
purpose ; so that the cruel tyrant should be pun-
ished for his crimes through his own agency.
Besides, the attempted performances of the magi-
cians were not impositions by their own con-
trivance, but were divinely made true miracles,
apparently opposed, but really in aid of the ser-
vants of God. These magicians were the privy
councillors of the king, to whose united wisdom
he was accustomed to defer. God gave them
power, amazing to themselves, to work tliree mira-
cles in succession, as fast as Aaron did, but denied
them the power to work another one in imitation
of any of the seven subsequently wrought, neither
of which was of more difficult execution. There
was no apparent reason why they should not con-
tinue to be successful. Their trial and failure, in
this view of matters, showed them that their pre-
vious success was not attributable to their own
art, but to a higher power; hence their declara-
tion to Pharaoh, that these miracles were wrought
by the hand of God. Pharaoh therefore had the
united evidence of those to whose decision he had
committed this case, and therefore was bound to
respect the demand of Moses and Aaron, us of
divine authority. If the magicians had not sue-